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LIST  OF  TIIE  BIRDS  OF  COBIIAM,  VIRGINIA. 


BY  WILLIAM  C.  RIVES,  JR.,  M.  I). 

Cobham  is  a  station  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail¬ 
way,  eighty-three  miles  northwest  of  Richmond — much 
nearer  in  a  direct  line — and  one  hundred  and  three  miles 
southwest  of  Washington,  on  the  eastern  edge  of  Albemarle 

o  7  o 

County.  Its  height  above  the  sea  is  four  hundred  and  one 
feet.  Immediately  to  the  north,  the  country  is  of  a  rolling- 
character,  gradually  increasing  in  elevation  until,  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  four  miles,  it  reaches  the  base  of  the  Southwest 
Mountains,  of  which  the  highest  attains  an  altitude  of 
between  seventeen  hundred  and  eighteen  hundred  feet. 
To  the  south  of  the  railway  rises  a  line  of  low  hills  and 
beyond  these  the  country  is  comparatively  level  and  thickly 
wooded. 

The  country  generally  is  well  watered  by  streams 
flowing  into  a  small  branch  of  the  Rivanna  River.  The 
soil  is  fertile,  especially  along  the  water  courses  ;  towards 
the  Southwest  Mountains  it  consists  largely  of  the  tena¬ 
cious  red  clay  which  abounds  in  the  Piedmont  region  of 
Virginia. 

The  principal  crops  are  Wheat,  Oats  and  Indian  Corn. 
Formerly  Tobacco  was  also  raised,  and  at  present  the  vine 
is  cultivated  with  considerable  success. 

The  climate  is  temperate  and  healthful,  though  warm  in 
summer. 

The  woods,  which  are  extensive,  consist  largely  of 
Chestnut,  different  varieties  of  Oak  and  Hickory,  and 
Yellow  Pine,  and  besides  these  are  found  the  Black  Gum, 
Persimmon,  Dogwood,  American  Holly,  Beech,  Fringe 
Tree  ( Chionanthus  Virgin  ica) ,  and  many  other  kinds  of 
trees. 


4 
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The  following  list  is  the  result  of  observations  taken  dur¬ 
ing  frequent  visits  of  greater  or  less  duration,  which  have 
been  made  at  different  seasons — more  particularly  in  the 
spring  and  late  autumn — for  a  number  of  years.  The 
times  of  arrival  where  given,  are  the  earliest  dates  at 
which  any  given  species  was  satisfactorily  identified. 

The  number  of  birds  contained  in  the  list  can  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  materially  increased  ;  other  rapacious  birds  espe¬ 
cially,  besides  those  mentioned,  certainly  occur,  but  I  have 
not  yet  determined  all  the  different  species. 

As  there  are  no  considerable  bodies  of  water  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  neighborhood,  Waterfowl  do  not  abound. 

My  opportunities  have  been  somewhat  limited  for  study¬ 
ing  the  breeding  habits  of  the  various  birds  here  spoken  of; 
those  described  as  residents  and  summer  residents  doubt¬ 
less  breed,  but  I  have  only  stated  this  to  be  the  fact  in  the 
case  of  those  species  for  whose  nidification  I  have  evidence. 

The  scientific  names  used  in  the  list  are  taken  from  the 
revised  edition  of  Dr.  Cories’  Key  to  North  American  Birds. 

1.  Turdus  migratorius.  Robin.  —  Resident; 
common  ;  breeds.  Most  abundant  during  the  migrations. 

The  nest  is  constructed  in  the  latter  part  of  April. 

2.  Turdus  mustelinus.  Wood  Thrush;  Wood 
Robin. — Summer  resident ;  common  ;  breeds.  Arrives 
April  28th.  Frequents  shady  woods;  is  shy  and  oftener 
heard  than  seen.  The  eggs,  four  in  number,  are  laid  by 
the  14th  of  May. 

3.  Turdus  fuscescens.  Wilson’s  Thrush. — 

Spring  and  autumn  visitant ;  rather  rare.  Arrives  in  spring, 

May  9th. 

4.  Turdus  unalascae  nanus.  Eastern  Hermit 
Thrush. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  common. 

*“T 

Is  met  with  in  spring  from  April  nth,  or  earlier,  to  April 
28th,  leaving  about  the  time  that  the  Olive-backed  Thrush 


arrives. 
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5.  Turdus  ustulatus  swainsoni.  Olive-backed 
Thrush. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  abundant.  Is  to 
be  met  with  in  spring  from  May  2d  to  May  20th. 

6.  Mimus  polyglottus.  Mocking  Bird.— Resi¬ 
dent;  common;  breeds.  The  nest  is  commenced  about 
the  last  week  in  April.  More  than  one  brood  is  perhaps 
raised  during  the  season  as  I  have  seen  a  nest  containing 
eggs  on  the  7th  of  July. 

7.  Mimus  carolinensis.  Cat-Bird. — Summer 
resident;  common;  breeds.  Arrives  April  27th,  or 
earlier;  remains  as  late  as  October  7th.  The  eggs  are 
laid  about  the  middle  of  May. 

8.  Harporhyncus  rufus.  Brown  Thrush.  — 
Summer  resident ;  rather  common.  Arrives  April  8th. 

9.  Sialia  sialis.  Blue  Bird. — Resident ;  abun¬ 
dant  ;  breeds.  The  nest  is  built  in  a  hole  in  a  tree,  or  fre¬ 
quently  in  an  old  gate  post ;  the  eggs  are  laid  during  the 
latter  half  of  April. 

10.  Regulus  calendula.  Ruby-crowned  Wren. 
—  Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  common.  Is  to  be  seen  in 
spring,  when  it  has  a  beautiful  song,  from  April  17  to  May 
2d  ;  returns  in  autumn,  October  23d. 

11.  Regulus  satrapa.  Golden-crested  Wren. — 
Winter  resident;  common.  Arrives  in  autumn,  November 

3d- 

12  Polioptila  ccerulea.  Blue-grey  Gnatcatciier. 
— Summer  resident ;  common.  Arrives  April  1  ith. 

13.  Lophophanes  bicolor.  Tufted  Titmouse. 
— Resident;  common;  breeds.  This  is  an  interesting, 
bold  little  bird,  and  is  often  heard  uttering  a  variety  of  loud 
whistling  notes.  Its  nest  is  made  in  a  hole  in  a  tree  ;  the 
eggs  are  laid  early  in  May. 

14.  Parus  carolinensis.  Carolina  Titmouse  ; 
Chickadee. — Resident  unless  possibly  replaced  in  winter 
by  the  closely  allied  P.  Atricapillus —  :  common  ;  breeds. 
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I  once  discovered  in  the  month  of  Mav,  a  nest  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  species,  which  was  very  skilfully  concealed  in 
a  hole  in  the  interior  of  an  old  gate  post. 

15.  Certhia  familiaris.  Brown  Creeper. — 
Resident;  common. 

16.  Sitta  carolinensis.  White-bellied  Nut¬ 
hatch. — Resident ;  common. 

17.  Thryothorus  ludovicianus.  Great  Caro¬ 
lina  W7ren. — Resident;  rather  common. 

18.  Troglodytes  domesticus.  House  Wren. 
— Summer  resident;  common;  breeds.  Arrives  about 
May  1st. 

19.  Telmatodytes  palustris.  Long -billed 
Marsh  Wren. — Rare.  One  specimen  observed  in  the 
latter  part  of  October. 

20.  Mniotilta  varia.  Black  and  White  Creep¬ 
er. — Summer  resident ;  common.  Most  abundant  in  the 
migrations  as  the  greater  number  go  farther  north  to  breed. 
Arrives  April  15th. 

21.  Parula  americana.  Blue  Yellow-backed 
Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant.  Abundant  in 
spring  from  April  19th  to  May  12th.  It  is  doubtful  if  an}' 
remain  to  breed. 

22.  Helmintherus  vermivorus.  Worm-eating 
Warbler.  —  Summer  resident;  rather  rare;  breeds. 
Arrives  April  26th.  The  nest  of  this  bird  was  incorrectly 
described  by  Audubon,  who  states  that  it  is  placed  in 
bushes  and  no  accurate  account  of  its  nest  and  eggs  was 
published  until  1869,  when  Mr.  T.  II.  Jackson,  of  West¬ 
chester,  Pennsylvania,  gave  a  description  in  the  American 
Naturalist  of  a  nest  containing  five  eggs  which  he  found 
near  that  place.  Since  that  time,  nests  have  been  found  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  including  New  Jersey,  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  especially  the  lower  Hudson  River  valley 
near  Riverdale,  N.  Y.  Mr.  R.  Ridgway,  of  the  Smith- 
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sonian  Institution,  has  described*  a  nest  containing  young 
which  he  found  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac,  June 
i 2th,  1875. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  nest  containing  four 
eggs  at  Cobham  on  May  19th,  1884.  While  walking 
along  an  unfrequented  road  through  the  woods,  my  atten¬ 
tion  was  attracted  by  the  notes  of  a  bird  evidently  in  anxi¬ 
ety,  and  I  found  that  they  proceeded  from  one  of  these 
Warblers.  I  remained  perfectly  still  and  the  bird  soon 
betrayed  the  situation  of  its  nest  which,  as  usual, 
was  placed  on  the  ground.  As  far  as  I  know,  this  is  at 
present  the  most  southern  point  from  which  the  discovery 
of  the  nest  of  this  species  has  been  definitely  reported, 
though  the  bird  probably  breeds  much  farther  south. 

[I  have  not  succeeded  in  detecting  any  of  the  Warblers 
of  the  genus  Hclminthophila ,  except  possibly  the  Nash¬ 
ville  Warbler  (. Hclminthophila  Ruficapilla) .  ] 

23.  Dendroeca  aestiva.  Yellow  Warbler. — 
Summer  resident ;  common.  Arrives  April  26th. 

24.  Dendroeca  virens.  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  common. 
Is  to  be  seen  in  spring  from  April  30th  to  May  14th. 
Observed  in  autumn  from  September  29th  to  October  10th. 

25.  Dendroeca  coerulescens.  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  common. 
Is  met  with  in  spring  from  April  24th  to  May  12th. 
Observed  in  autumn  from  September  29th  to  October  8th. 

26.  Dendroeca  coronata.  Yellow-rumped  War¬ 
bler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  common.  Is  met 
with  in  spring  from  April  24th  to  May  12th.  Is  to  be 
found  in  autumn  in  October.  Perhaps  may  be  occasion¬ 
ally  seen  in  winter. 


*  Field  and  Forest  (Bulletin  of  the  Potomac  side  Naturalists  Club,)  Vol. 
I,  p-  10. 
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27.  Dendroeca  blackburnae.  Blackburn’s  War¬ 
bler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  rare.  Is  to 
be  seen  in  spring  from  April  30th  to  May  15th. 

[I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  have  also  seen  the 
Bay-breasted  Warbler.  ( Dendroeca  castanea) .] 

28.  Dendroeca  pennsylvanica.  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  common. 
Found  in  spring  from  May  1st  to  May  15th. 

29.  Dendroeca  pinus.  Pine-creeping  Warbler. 
— Summer  resident ;  rather  rare.  Arrives  March  23d. 

30.  Dendroeca  striata.  Black-poll  Warbler. 
— Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  common.  Is  met  with  in 
spring  from  May  3d  to  May  20th. 

31.  Dendroeca  maculosa.  Black  and  Yellow 
Warbler.  —  Spring  and  autumn  visitant ;  rather  rare. 
Found  in  spring  from  May  5th  to  May  17th. 

32.  Dendroeca  dominica.  Yellow-throated 
Warbler. — Rare.  Observed  in  spring  in  April  and 
May.  Arrives  April  21st. 

33.  Dendroeca  tigrina.  Cape  May  Warbler. 
— Rare.  Observed  in  the  early  part  of  May.  I  have 
now  met  with  this  species  on  several  occasions  and  have 
known  it  to  come  very  close  to  an  occupied  house.  I  have 
heard  it  utter  a  song  resembling  weesy-weesy-weesy-'weesy- 
wee ,  contrary  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Gentry 
who  writes  :*  “  Their  temporary  stay,  though  brief,  is  un¬ 
marked  by  the  slightest  trace  of  song  ;  not  even  a  single 
call-note  is  uttered.” 

34.  Dendroeca  discolor.  Prairie  Warbler. — 
Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  rare.  Arrives  in 
spring,  April  23d.  A  few  may  perhaps  remain  to  breed  ; 

I  have  seen  a  pair,  apparently  mates,  on  the  19th  of  May. 


*Life  Histories  of  the  Birds  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  1,  p.  128. 
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35.  Dendroeca  palmarum.  Yellow  Red-poll 
Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  rare. 
Arrives  in  spring,  April  17th. 

36.  Siurus  auricapillus.  Oven  Bird;  Gold¬ 
en-crowned  Thrush. — Summer  resident;  abundant; 
breeds.  Arrives  April  21st.  The  nest  is  built  on  the 
ground  the  second  week  in  May. 

37.  Siurus  naevius.  Water  Thrush.— Met  with 
in  May.  Apparently  not  so  common  as  the  following 
species. 

38.  Siurus  motacilla.  Large-billed  Water 
Thrush. — Observed  in  spring.  Probably  summer  resi¬ 
dent;  rather  common. 

39.  Geothlypis  trichas.  Maryland  Yellow- 
throat. — Summer  resident ;  common.  Arrives  April  20th. 

40.  Icteria  virens.  Yellow-breasted  Chat. — 
Summer  resident;  rather  common.  Arrives  April  30th. 

41.  Myiodioctes  mitratus.  Hooded  Warbler. — 
Summer  resident ;  rather  common.  The  pleasing  song  of 
this  beautiful  W arbler  may  frequently  be  heard  in  the  woods 
in  spring.  I  have  not  found  its  eggs,  but  am  confident 
that  it  breeds. 

42.  Myiodioctes  canadensis.  Canadian  Fly- 
catching  Warbler. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant ;  rather 
rare.  Arrives  in  spring,  May  6th. 

43.  Setophaga  ruticilla.  Redstart. — Summer 
resident;  common;  breeds.  Arrives  April  23d.  Begins 
to  construct  its  nest  about  the  8th  of  May. 

44.  Pyranga  rubra.  Scarlet  Tanager. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident ;  rather  common.  Arrives  May  ist. 

45.  Pyranga  sestiva.  Summer  Red  Bird. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident;  rather  common  ;  breeds.  Arrives  April  29th. 

46.  Hirundo  horreorum.  Barn  Swallow. — 
Summer  resident ;  common  about  old  buildings  and  barns, 
but  not  abundant.  Arrives  April  18th. 
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47.  Petrochelidon  lunifrons.  Cliff  Swallow. — 
Summer  resident;  rather  rare.  These  birds  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  making  their  curious  nests  on  a  building  at 
the  Railway  Station  at  Cobham,  for  some  years. 

48.  Ampelis  cedrorum.  Cedar  Bird. — Resident; 
common. 

49.  Vireo  olivaceus.  Red-eyed  Vireo. — Summer 
resident;  abundant  in  woodland.  Arrives  about  May  1st. 

50.  Vireo  gilvus.  Warbling  Vireo.— Summer  res¬ 
ident  ;  rather  rare.  Arrives  April  30th. 

51.  Vireo  flavifrons.  Yellow-throated  Vireo. 
— Summer  resident ;  common.  Arrives  April  21st. 

52.  Vireo  solitarius.  Solitary  Vireo. — Spring 
and  autumn  visitant ;  rather  rare.  Arrives  in  spring,  April 
1 8th  ;  observed  in  autumn,  October  10th. 

53.  Vireo  noveboracensis.  White-eyed  Vireo. 
— Summer  resident;  rather  common.  Arrives  April  26th. 
Is  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  streams  and  swampy 
thickets. 

54.  Passer  domesticus.  English  Sparrow. — 
Resident;  breeds.  Colonies  of  these  foreign  Sparrows 
have  become  established  at  Cobham  and  other  points 
along  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway. 

55.  Carpodacus  purpureus.  Purple  Finch. — 
Winter  resident ;  rather  common.  Especially  common  in 
spring,  when  it  feeds  upon  the  blossoms  of  the  Beech  and 
other  trees. 

56.  Astragalinus  tristis.  Yellow  Bird  ;  Amer¬ 
ican  Goldfinch. — Resident;  common. 

57.  Pocecetes  gramineus.  Grass  Finch;  Bay¬ 
winged  Bunting. — Resident ;  common.  Abundant  in 
the  fields  in  autumn. 

/ 

58.  Coturniculus  passerinus.  Yellow-winged 
Sparrow. — Rare.  A  specimen  observed  on  the  2d  of 
May. 
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59-  Melospiza  palustris.  Swamp  Sparrow. — 
Rather  rare.  Observed  in  spring,  in  April  and  May.  Is 
very  retiring  in  its  habits,  often  when  approached,  running 
and  concealing  itself  in  tufts  of  grass. 

60.  Melospiza  fasciata  Song  Sparrow. — Resi¬ 
dent;  common.  Abundant  in  winter. 

61.  Junco  hiemalis.  Snow  Bird. — Winter  resident ; 
abundant.  Arrives  in  autumn,  October  23d;  remains  as 
late  as  April  27th. 

62.  Spizella  monticola.  Tree  Sparrow. — Win¬ 
ter  resident;  rather  common. 

63-  Spizella  domestica.  Chipping  Sparrow. — 
Summer  resident ;  abundant;  breeds.  The  eggs  are  laid 
about  May  17th. 

64.  Spizella  agrestis.  Field  Sparrow. — Resi¬ 
dent  ;  common  ;  breeds.  The  eggs  are  laid  about  May 
19th. 

65.  Zonotrichia  albicollis.  White -throated 
Sparrow. — Winter  resident ;  abundant,  especially  in  spring 
and  autumn.  Arrives  in  autumn,  October  8th  ;  remains 
as  late  as  May  19th. 

66.  Passerella  iliaca.  Fox-coloured  Sparrow. 
— Winter  resident;  rather  common. 

67.  Zamelodia  ludoviciana.  Rose  -  breasted 
Grosbeak. — Summer  resident ;  rather  rare.  Arrives 
April  26th. 

68.  Guiraca  ccerulea.  Blue  Grosbeak. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident;  rather  common.  Arrives  May  2d. 

69.  Passerina  cyanea.  Indigo  Bird. — Summer 
resident;  abundant.  Arrives  May  2d  or  earlier. 

70.  Cardinalis  virginianus.  Red  Bird;  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cardinal. — Resident;  abundant;  breeds.  In  the 
breeding  season  this  bird  retires  %to  swampy  thickets  where 
it  builds  its  nest.  The  eggs  are  laid  early  in  May. 
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71.  Pipilo  erythrophthalmus.  Ground  Robin; 
Towhre  Bunting  ;  Ciiewink. — Summer  resident ;  rather 
common.  Arrives  April  17th.  I  have  seen  a  pair  of  these 
birds  mated  on  the  15th  of  May;  the  female  had  material 
for  a  nest  in  her  bill. 

72.  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus.  Bobolink. — Spring 
and  autumn  visitant ;  rather  rare.  Arrives  in  spring,  about 
the  second  week  in  May.  and  is  usually  met  with  only  in 
particular  localities. 

73.  Molothrus  ater.  Cow  Bunting  ;  Cow  Black¬ 
bird. — Summer  resident ;  rather  common.  Arrives  in 
April  or  earlier. 

74.  Agelaeus  phoeniceus.  Red-winged  Black¬ 
bird. — Resident  greater  part  of  year  ;  common  in  swampy 
fields  ;  breeds.  The  eggs  are  laid  about  the  middle  of 
May. 

75.  Sturnella  magna.  Meadow  Lark. — Resident; 
abundant. 

76.  Icterus  spurius.  Orchard  Oriole. — Summer 
resident;  rather  rare.  Arrives  April  26th. 

77.  Icterus  galbula.  Baltimore  Oriole. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident;  common.  Arrives  April  26th. 

78.  Scolecophagus  ferrugineus.  Rusty  Black¬ 
bird. — Winter  resident;  rather  rare. 

79.  Quiscalus  purpureus.  Purple  Grakle  ; 
Crow  Blackbird.  —  Summer  resident;  common;  breeds. 
Arrives  in  March. 

80.  Corvus  americanus.  Common  Crow. — Res¬ 
ident  ;  abundant ;  breeds. 

[Mr.  Ridgway,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  has  ob¬ 
served*  that  the  Fish  Crow  (  Corvus  ossifragus)  is  very 
common  at  Charlottesville,  which  is  fifteen  miles  distant 
from  Cobham,  on  the  Rivanna  River.] 


^Bulletin  of  the  Nuttall  Ornithological  Club,  Vol.  VII,  p.  250. 
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81.  Cyanocitta  cristata.  Blue  Jay. — Resident; 
rather  common. 

82.  Tyrannus  carolinensis.  King  Bird;  Bee 
Martin. — Summer  resident;  common;  breeds.  Arrives 
April  20th. 

83.  Myiarchus  crinitus.  Great-crested  Fly¬ 

catcher. — Summer  resident ;  common;  breeds.  Arrives 
April  28th.  t 

84.  Sayiornis  fusca.  Pewee. — Summer  resident ; 
common  ;  breeds.  Arrives  March  4th.  The  construction 
of  its  nest  is  sometimes  commenced  as  early  as  the  1st  of 
April. 

85.  Contopus  virens.  Wood  Pewee. — Summer 
resident;  rather  common.  Arrives  May  1st. 

86.  Empidonax  acadicus.  Small  Green- 
crested  Flycatcher. — Summer  resident;  rather  com¬ 
mon.  Arrives  about  the  second  week  in  May  or  earlier. 

87.  Empidonax  minimus.  Least  Flycatcher. 
— I  am  confident  that  I  have  met  with  this  species,  although 
the  small  Flycatchers  of  this  genus  are  difficult  to  distin¬ 
guish  from  each  other. 

88.  Antrostomus  vociferus.  Whip-poor-will. — 
Summer  resident ;  common.  Arrives  April  19th. 

89.  Chordediles  popetue.  Night  Hawk;  Bull 
Bat. — Summer  resident;  common.  Arrives  about  April 
25th.  Abundant  in  the  latter  part  of  August. 

90.  Chaetura  pelasgica.  Chimney  Swallow. — 
Summer  resident;  abundant;  breeds.  Arrives  April  16th. 

91.  Trochilus  colubris.  Humming  Bird. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident;  common.  Arrives  May  1st.  One  of  the 
early  writers  on  New  England  describes  it  in  the  following 
manner  :  “  There  is  a  curious  bird  to  see  to,  called  a  hun- 
ninu  bird,  no  binner  than  a  ureat  Beetle ;  that  out  of 

O  OO  O 

question  lives  upon  the  Bee,  which  he  eateth  &  catcheth 
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amongst  Flowers  :  For  it  is  his  Custome  to  frequent  those 
places,  Flowers  he  cannot  feed  upon  by  reason  of  his 
sharp  bill,  which  is  like  the  poynt  of  a  Spanish  needle  but 
Shorte.  His  fethers  have  a  glosse  like  silke,  &  as  hee 
stirres,  they  show  to  be  of  a  chaingable  coloure  ;  &  has 
bin,  &  is  admired  for  shape,  coloure,  &  size.” 

92.  Ceryle  alcyon.  Belted  Kingfisher. — Sum¬ 
mer  resident;  common.  Arrives  March  21st.  Perhaps 
occasional  in  winter. 

93.  Coccygus  erythrophthalmus.  Black-billed 
Cuckoo  ;  Rain  Crow.  Summer  resident ;  rather  rare. 

Arrives  May  7th. 

94.  Coccygus  americanus.  Yellow- billed 
Cuckoo  ;  Rain  Crow. — Summer  resident ;  rather  rare. 

Arrives  the  second  week  in  May  or  earlier. 

95.  Hylotomus  pileatus.  Pileated  Woodpeck¬ 
er  ;  Log  Cock. — Resident ;  rather  common,  hut  very  shy. 

96.  Picus  borealis.  Red-cockaded  Woodpecker. 

— Rare.  Observed  in  April  and  May.  This  is  a  wild,  shy  ^ 

species,  frequenting,  usually,  the  thick  woods  :  it  utters 
loud  chirping  cries. 

97.  Picus  villosus.  Hairy  Woodpecker. — Resi¬ 
dent  ;  rather  rare. 

98.  Picus  pubescens.  Downy  Woodpecker. — 

Resident ;  common. 

99.  Sphyropicus  varius.  Yellow-bellied  Wood¬ 
pecker. — Probably  resident;  perhaps  does  not  occur  in 
summer;  rather  common. 

100.  Centurus  carolinus.  Red-bellied  Wood¬ 
pecker. — Resident;  rather  common. 

101 .  Melanerpes  erythrocephalus.  Red-headed 
Woodpecker.  —  Summer  resident;  common.  Arrives 
April  24th  ;  remains  until  October  9th. 

102.  Colaptes  auratus.  Golden-winged  Wood-  - 

pecker;  Flicker;  Yucker. — Resident;  common. 
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103.  Bubo  virginianus.  Great  horned  Owl. — 
Resident;  rather  common:  not  often  seen. 

104.  Scops  asio.  Screech  Owl. — Resident;  rather 
common. 

105.  Circus  cyaneus  hudsonius.  Marsh  Hawk. 
— Resident;  rather  common. 

106.  Accipiter  cooperi.  Cooper’s  Hawk  ;  Chick¬ 
en  Hawk. — Resident;  rather  common. 

107.  Falco  sparverius.  Sparrow  Hawk.— Resi¬ 
dent  or  nearly  so  ;  common. 

108.  Buteo  borealis.  Red-tailed  Hawk. — Resi¬ 
dent  ;  rather  common. 

[The  Bald  Eagle  ( Haliactus  Icucocefihalus)  is  perhaps 
occasionally  to  be  met  with.] 

109.  Cathartes  aura.  Turkey  Buzzard. — Resi¬ 
dent;  common  ;  breeds.  This  bird  rears  its  young  in  the 
wildest  and  most  retired  localities.  The  nest  has  been 
found  in  the  Southwest  Mountains,  by  the  Messrs.  Dickin¬ 
son  of  Cobham. 

no.  Ectopistes  migratoria.  Wild  Pigeon. — 
Occasional  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year. 

hi.  Zenaidura  carolinensis.  Common  Dove. — 
Resident ;  abundant ;  breeds.  I  have  found  a  Dove 
sitting  on  its  nest  as  early  as  the  16th  of  April. 

1 12.  Meleagris  gallipavo  americana.  Wild 
Turkey. — Resident.  This  splendid  bird  still  exists  in 
considerable  numbers  in  the  neighborhood,  especially  in 
the  Southwest  Mountains.  It  is  excessively  wary  and 
difficult  of  approach. 

113.  Bonasa  umbella.  Ruffed  Grouse  ;  Pheas¬ 
ant.—  Resident ;  rare. 

114.  Ortyx  virginiana.  Partridge;  Quail, — 
Resident ;  abundant ;  breeds. 
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115.  ^gialites  vociferus.  Kildeer  Plover  ;  Kil- 
dee.  Resident  or  nearly  so  ;  common  in  certain  localities  ; 
breeds.  The  eggs  are  laid  the  latter  part  of  April. 

1 16.  Philohela  minor.  Woodcock. — Is  met  with 
occasionally ;  rather  rare  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
suitable  feeding  grounds. 

117.  Gallinago  wilsoni.  Common  Snipe. — Occa¬ 
sional  in  spring  and  autumn. 

1 18.  Actodromas  minutilla.  Least  Sandpiper  ; 
Peep. — One  specimen  met  with  on  the  21st  of  May. 

1 19.  Rhyacophilus  solitarius.  Solitary  Sand¬ 
piper. — Spring  and  autumn  visitant;  rather  common. 

120.  Tringoides  macularius.  Spotted  Sand¬ 
piper. — Summer  resident;  rather  common. 

1 21.  Bartramia  longicauda.  Field  Plover; 
Grass  Plover. — Summer  resident;  rather  rare  and  for 
the  most  part  restricted  to  particular  localities.  More 
abundant  at  the  Green  Springs,  live  miles  southeast. 

122.  Ardea  herodias.  Great  Blue  Heron  ; 
Blue  Crane. — Occasional  in  summer. 

123.  Herodias  egretta.  White  Heron;  White 
Crane. — This  species,  as  well  as  the  preceding,  is  I 
understand,  occasionally  seen,  although  I  have  not  myself 
met  with  either. 

124.  Butorides  virescens.  Green  Heron;  Fly- 
up-the-creek. — Summer  resident;  rather  common. 
Arrives  April  21st. 

125.  Bernicla  canadensis.  Wild  Goose. — Occa¬ 
sionally  passes  by  in  the  migrations  ;  seldom,  if  ever,  stops. 

126.  Anas  boscas.  Mallard. — Winter  resident; 
rather  rare. 

[The  Wood  Duck  ( Aix  spans  a )  is  probably  sometimes 
to  be  met  with.] 

127.  Clangula  albeola.  Buffle-headed  Duck. — 
This  little  species,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  occasionally  to 
be  met  with  during  the  colder  months  of  the  year. 

128.  Podilymbus  podicipes.  Pied-billed  Grebe  ; 
Diedapper. — Occasional. 


